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FRANKEN 
HEEDS 
CALLS 

TO QUIT 
SENATE 


Democrat says he 
will resign amid 
allegations of sexual 
misconduct, as will 
GOP Rep. Franks. 


By CATHLEEN DECKER 


WASHINGTON — Al 
Franken announced Thurs- 
day he would resign his Sen- 
ate seat, falling to a whirl- 
wind of sexual misconduct 
allegations like those that 
have enmeshed other politi- 
cians, business leaders and 
media figures across the 
country in recent months. 

Hours later, Rep. Trent 
Franks of Arizona, a Repub- 
lican who is the ideological 
opposite of the Minnesota 
Democrat, announced his 
resignation after the House 
Ethics Committee revealed 
it had opened an investiga- 
tion of sexual harassment al- 
legations against him. In a 
statement, Franks admitted 
he had asked two female 
subordinates about bearing 
achild for him by surrogacy. 

In a brief but emotional 
speech on the Senate floor, 
with 22 Democratic col- 
leagues and one Republican 
looking on, Franken invoked 
the accusations that have 
swirled around President 
Trump and the Republican 
candidate in next week’s 
special election for an Ala- 
bama seat in the Senate, 
Roy Moore. 

“There is some irony that 
Tam leaving while aman who 
bragged on tape about his 
history of sexual assault sits 

[See Franken, A10] 


As weeks 
passed, 
LAPD 
cadets 


frolicked 


New details raise 
question of how 
alleged antics went 
unnoticed so long. 


By JAMES QUEALLY 
AND KATE MATHER 


Ifthe group of young Los 
Angeles police cadets ac- 
cused of stealing depart- 
ment vehicles had any fear of 
getting caught, they cer- 
tainly didn’t show it. 

For weeks, according to 
documents, the teens drove 
to and from LAPD-related 
events and on joyrides as far 
away as Corona and Santa 
Clarita. Some of the cadets 
used the cars to perform 
“doughnuts” behind an In- 
glewood store, and one 
drove a stolen LAPD vehicle 
to his job at a Ross Dress for 
Less store. 

There were other blatant 
actions: A high-ranking 
cadet described as the “ring- 
leader” of the group asked 
someone to film him driving 
a cruiser, and they often 
drove with lights flashing 
and sirens blaring — in one 
instance racing through 
South L.A. to Hawthorne to 
move one teen’s personal ve- 
hicle before it was towed. 

Still, it took Los Angeles 
police nearly two months to 
discover the cadets’ alleged 
misbehavior and take ac- 
tion. 

The new details about 
the alleged activities are 

[See LAPD, Att] 
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EVA SMATHERS reacts to the flames from the Thomas fire bearing down on the coastal enclave of La Conchita in Ventura County. 


Flames roar through 
wide swaths of land 


Santa Ana corridors 


The hot, dry Santa Ana winds that can fan a wildfire into a monster blaze don’t blow 
uniformly across Southern California. 
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Dry gusts determine 
level of destruction 


By BETTINA BOXALL 


When Forest Service me- 
teorologist Tom Rolinski 
heard that a wildfire had 
broken out Monday evening 
in Ventura County, he knew 
it was going to be bad. 

The Thomas fire started 
in a known wind corridor on 
the first day of dry Santa 
Anawinds that are expected 
to buffet Southern Califor- 
nia through the weekend. 


What’s more, it has been a 
good eight months since a 
decent rainfall soaked the 
chaparral hillsides. 

“Fires will spread very 
rapidly in these conditions 
and basically will be uncon- 
trollable,” Rolinski said. 

By Thursday morning, 
the Thomas fire had scorch- 
ed 115,000 acres and de- 
stroyed 439 buildings in the 
Ventura area. It was yet an- 
other in the string of harrow- 
ing wildfires that are searing 


Los Angeles Times 


2017 into the state’s record 
books. 

They all have had one 
thing in common — fierce, 
dry winds from the interior 
that quickly turn a fire into 
an inferno. 

More than drought or 
heat, winds can determine 
whether California burns or 
doesn’t. 

October’s devastating 
Northern California wild- 
fires exploded on a night 

[See Winds, A9] 


Thomas fire could 
burn for weeks in 
Ventura County 


By LOUIS SAHAGUN, 
SARAH PARVINI, 
RUBEN VIVES 

AND JACLYN COSGROVE 


Fiery tornadoes churned 
up the slopes of Matilija 
Canyon, eating only brush 
for now. 

Jayson Kaufman kept his 
eye on them and the smoke 
closing in. Ignoring a man- 
datory evacuation order, he 
figured he stillhe had time to 
pack and escape if the 
flames made a run toward 
his cabin in the remote box 
canyon. 

Driven by erratic winds 
through parched narrow 
canyons, the hydra-headed 
Thomas fire in Ventura 
County continued its on- 
slaught on many fronts 
Thursday, roaring through 
beach communities, sub- 
urbs, fruit orchards and rug- 
ged mountain redoubts. 

While firefighters gained 
ground in containing other 
wildfires around the region, 
in Ventura County they 
feared wind could drive the 
flames into Carpinteria on 
the coast. Without rain, they 
said, the fire could burn for 
weeks in remote parts of the 
Los Padres National Forest. 

“My hope is that within a 
week, the issues around the 
population areas are going 
to be gone, but then it’s still 


going to be up in the forest in 
the wilderness areas,” Ven- 
tura County Fire Chief Mark 
Lorenzen said. “The size and 
the scope of this thing is go- 
ing to be enormous... 
There’s no road out there, 
and the wind is pushing it. 
You can’t put anybody out in 
front of it.” 

Fire crews succeeded in 
keeping the flames out ofthe 
resort town of Ojai overnight 
Wednesday and into Thurs- 
day morning. City officials 
called it “a miracle” that the 
winds abated just in time. 

“We were waiting for 
them, but they didn’t come,” 

[See Fires, A8] 


Life in the land 
of winds and fire 


To a Southern Califor- 
nian, there is no more 
frightening word combi- 
nation than “Santa Ana 
winds” and “high fire 
risk,” writes Robin Ab- 
carian. CALIFORNIA, B1 
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Live coverage 


Go online for the latest 
news on the major Southern 
California wildfires. Follow 
Times reporters on Twitter 
and share your experience. 


Jiji Press 


A SHINTO priest holds a ceremony at the shrine on 
Japan’s Okinoshima island, a World Heritage site. 


An island not for visitors 


Japan’s sacred site is open to select male priests only 


By JONATHAN KAIMAN 


MUNAKATA, Japan — 
Okinoshima is a sacred is- 
land in the Sea of Japan, 
shrouded in mystery and 
strewn with ancient treas- 
ures. 

For centuries, the island 
was forbidden to all but 
about 200 men, who could 
wade ashore only one day a 
year after “purifying” them- 
selves, naked, in the freezing 


sea. Women were banned. 
Photographs were banned. 
Even talking about a visit to 
the island was long ver- 
boten. 

Then, in July, after a 
years-long lobbying effort 
by Japanese officials, the 
United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultur- 
al Organization (UNESCO) 
declared Okinoshima a 
World Heritage site, placing 
it alongside more than 1,000 
high-profile attractions, in- 


cluding the Taj Mahal, 
Machu Picchu and the Great 
Wall of China. 

The designation alarmed 
the keepers of Okinoshima’s 
tradition and raised ques- 
tions about how communi- 
ties keep traditions intact — 
and secrets secret — in the 
modern world. 

Local fishermen — the is- 
land’s traditional guardians 
— wrung their hands. What 
if tourists flood the island? 

[See Japan, A4] 


